TREES NOT TESLAS

MEDIA RELEASE
26/07/2025

RALLY 2: Say NO to Tesla! Save Our Trees!

In Short:

Despite receiving a 95% disapproval rating, the City of Marion Council has approved plans to revoke
the community status of green space at Chestnut Court Reserve in Tonsley and allow out-of-state
developer MAB CCT Pty Ltd to build a factory for tenancy by Tesla.

We, as community members, oppose this decision and will be making our voices heard - once again -
on Parliament House Steps on Sunday 27th July at 10:30AM. For further details on the event visit
https://www.facebook.com/share/1Aqq9uuFfm/

In Detail:

Public lands must stay public and green, for the health of our communities and our planet.
Adelaide can't afford to lose more green spaces: we're only 10% parklands (compared to Sydney's
57%) and have some of the lowest levels of tree canopy, in the driest state on the driest continent in the
world.

Clearing this public land will mean removing at least 58 trees, including mature trees that help cool the
neighbourhood and support the reserve’s biodiversity.

These trees actively help fight the ground contamination, which is larger and more spread than
most realise. Once they're gone, they're gone. Planting saplings in their place doesn’t make up for this
and paving over it doesn'’t fix the problem.

Tesla is a terrible financial investment; their value and sales have a volatile history and any
guarantee on returns is not secure.

Associating with a company like Tesla (and subsequently Elon Musk) risks bringing protests to the
area, gives the community a bad image, and harms Tonsley's reputation.

A huge portion of the community (92% immediate, and 95% general) has already made it known what
they think about this association.

More than 100 jobs can be created in numerous other ways, that don't involve destroying public land and
investing in a company with a long history of union suppression, unsafe working conditions, and
racial discrimination.

Finally, the Council did not even consider other options for this site, they took the first offer to rid
themselves of the responsibility of looking after the land.

We're calling on the Council and the Minister for Local Government Joe Szakacs to:

Reject the revocation and sale of this publicly owned green space.

Prevent the expansion of Tesla facilities into the surrounding community.

Commit to consulting with Kaurna people and environmental groups about how to deal with the
contamination and how to care for the ecosystem of Chestnut Court reserve.

Visit treesnotteslas.com.au for more details and resources Contact: treesnotteslas@gmail.com


https://er.researchfloor.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/04/The-Role-of-Urban-Green-Spaces-in-Mitigating-Climate-Change-An-Integrative-Review-of-Ecological-Social-and-Health-Benefits.pdf
https://www.foreground.com.au/parks-places/garden-cities-no-australias-leafy-urban-centres-pressure/
https://www.foreground.com.au/parks-places/garden-cities-no-australias-leafy-urban-centres-pressure/
https://www.tandfonline.com/doi/abs/10.1080/15226510802378442
https://www.epa.sa.gov.au/files/10972_cpmp_summary_rpt.pdf
https://www.epa.sa.gov.au/files/10972_cpmp_summary_rpt.pdf
https://gizmodo.com/as-elon-musk-torches-reputation-tesla-sees-its-biggest-sales-decline-in-history-2000584080
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/mar/29/tesla-protests-elon-musk-doge
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2025/mar/29/tesla-protests-elon-musk-doge
https://www.reuters.com/business/autos-transportation/tesla-interfered-with-union-organizing-new-york-plant-us-agency-claims-2024-05-09/
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2022/nov/14/tesla-texas-construction-workers-gigafactory-lawsuit-labor-violations
https://www.theguardian.com/technology/2024/mar/16/tesla-settles-racial-discrimination-claims
http://www.treesnotteslas.com.au
mailto:treesnotteslas@gmail.com

Assets will be shared and accessible from this folder:
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/vkcs 1blw00djhsppoof8h/Ad_LCGheXi9wg9rc5Dy39007?rlkey=q7y78ejdmz
xel6dt7g3mpf5qq&e=1&st=mpxv9igs&dI=0


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/vkcs1blw00djhsppoof8h/AJ_LCGheXi9wg9rc5Dy390o?rlkey=q7y78ejdmzxel6dt7g3mpf5qq&e=1&st=mpxv9igs&dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/vkcs1blw00djhsppoof8h/AJ_LCGheXi9wg9rc5Dy390o?rlkey=q7y78ejdmzxel6dt7g3mpf5qq&e=1&st=mpxv9igs&dl=0
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